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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now arted 
know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there, 
be any that executeth judgment, that sceketh the truth. Jeremiah v. I. 








PROFESSOR PORTER’S SBRMON. 

The following extracts are from a sermon on the signs 
of the times, preached in the chapel of the Theological See 
minary, Andover, April 3d, 1823, by Ebenezer Porter,—~ 
Bartlet Professor of Sacred Rhetoric in the Seminary. We 
would recommend them to the consideration of the ‘* Hon.” 
Mr. Bartlet himself, the founder of the Professorship, and 
erector of the chapel, as well as to the public in general. 

Speaking of the dangers attendant on the system of be- 
nevolent operation in the present day, he observes: 

‘¢ Any tendency which there may be in the system of 
things at this day, to sink the grand requisitions of the gos- 
pel out of sight, and to cherish in men the hope of accept- 
ance, while destitute of the temper which he requires, must 
seriously endanger their eternal interests. —If I mistake not 
there is such atendency. The church and the world are 
becoming accustomed to meet on the same common ground, 
and to act in concert respecting the general interests of re. 
ligion, without keeping distinctly im view those principles, 
which stamp the character of actions in the sight of heaven. 
T’o be more specific—The simple act of giving money to # 
religious object may be regarded as a truly religious act, 
while the motive may be such as God cannot approve, and 
as the giver himself would be unwilling to avow before his 
tellow men.’ 

Speaking of the imminent danger of mistaking the ap- 
pearance of respect for religion, for religion itself, he says: 

‘©Worldly men may aid these charities from regard to pes- 
sonal reputation. He who hates the truth may promote be- 
nevolent institutions, to appease that disquietude which the 
absolute neglect of all religion must produce in his own bo- 
som; or to exhibit his generosity to a public object. Yet 
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the most equivocal expressions of respect for Christiamity, in 
a man or woman of elevated station, is easily construed into 
demonstration of personal religion. The prince is a patron 
of the Bible Society; his name is blazoned in capitals on its 
subscription list; his presence at its anniversary is hailed with 
acclamations; his speech in favour of the Bible is interrupt- 
ed with bursts of applause, is echoed through the country 
in every hamlet, and is the theme of eulogy in every gazette. 
But who is this friend of the Bible?) A man perhaps, who 
suffers it to stand as an ornament to his library, in all the 
elegance which art can give to its exterior; while he loves 
not its doctrines, and fears not its threatenings, and has 
scarcely read a page of it in his life. A man whose morals 
not only are in fact, but are commonly known to be at open 
variance with the spirit and requisitions of this holy book.’ 

He speaks of a missionary in Bengal, who, in a letter ad- 
dressed to some children in this country, said, * Let me 
know what you will give, and then I shall know how much 
you love Jesus.’? On this expression the Professor remarks: 

«‘ Shall such sentiments be uttered by Christian mission- 
aries, and be repeated with approbation, in the periodical 
publications of a Christian country? Would Jesus himself 
have said this ?”’ 

Treating of the dangers which respect real Christians and 
the interests of the church, from the schemes of benevolence 
which characterize the passing generation, he observes: 

‘When the humble disciple of Jesus, at this day, finds 
the religion of his master invested with an array of splen- 
dour, to give it acceptance with the world, is there no dan- 
ger to his heart? When he finds himself associated in ef- 
forts to promote religion, with the great, and the gay, and 
the fashionable, many of whom would think it rudeness in 
him to mention in their presence, any subject of serious 
piety;—is there no danger to his heart? When he recol- 
lects that his name is to be published, and that every dollar 
he gives, and every effort he makes, is to be proclaimed 
through the press;—is there no danger to his heart ? 

«Another danger to which the public cast of our religion 
exposes us, is that of identifying the cause of Christianity 
with ourselves. It results from the constitution of our 
Minds, that action is enjoyment. This intrinsic enjoyment 
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of action, the Christian may mistake for pious feeling. There 
is special danger that he will. thus mistake, when the objects 
which awakens his efforts’ is religion; and when it is a great 
religious object. In such a case it is of course, a public ob- 
ject, in which numbers are engaged, and his excitement is 
heightened by social sympathies. This object in its pro- 
gress, perhaps associates him with respectable men, and pre- 
sents him advantageously to his own view, and the view of 
others. Perhaps some prominent and responsible service is 
allotted to him, whieh puts in requisition his energy, and en- 
terprise, and influence over his fellow men. Certainly the 
ardor of his heart may rise with these circumstances, on 
purely Jenevolent principles: but it may rise too, on other 
principles. The secret spring of his zeal may be, that the 
prosperity of this good cause, is honourable to his own ef- 
forts. The elevation of this good object, makes him con- 
spicuous.”’ * * * * « Tn this age of overflowing benevolence, 
this dawn of the millennium, Christians must be flattered by 
votes of thanks, by a cautious respect to their pride, and 
their opinions, to secure their co-operation in the cause of 
their Redeemer !”’ 

After thus portraying the dangers and evils attendent on 
the benevolent schemes and systems of the age, it is singu- 
‘tar enough to hear him, in winding up, express himself in 
the following -words: 

«‘ Notwithstanding the eulogies we bestow on our own 
zeal, we are but half awake. * * * New enterprises must be 
undertaken, new societies must be formed, new sources of 
sevenue for the church devised. And these measures must 
be public. The world must be called in to aidthem. And 
there must be anniversaries, and addresses, and subscriptions. 
The names of the benevoleut and their good deeds must be 
made known as examples to others,” &c. &c. 

That all these measures are necessary to draw a sufficient 
quantum of money from the people, there can be no doubt— 
but is there not a little inconsistency discoverable in the ser- 
mon of this learned Professor ? 





{From the Columbian Register, printed at New Haven, Con.] 
Missionary modesty. —The “ American Board of Commis- 
gjoners for Foreign Missions,” is about to petition Congress 
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for aid and assistance, in christianizing the Indian tribes 
within our territories. (See Con. Journal, 21st Oct. 1823.) 
Considering the treatment which the Indians, as well as the 
Wnited States, have received from the agents of that So- 
ciety, this petition will manifest a degree of impudence not 
to be expected even in this age of impudence. 

It is but a short time, since their agents at Elliot, by flat’. 
tery and imposture, persuaded some Chiefs of the Choctaw 
Indians to make over to them the annuity which that tribe 


receives from the Government ofthe United States. ‘T'he 


sum granted by those Chiefs to the Missionary Society is 
GOO0O dollars a-year for sixteen years, and 5000 dollars for 
an additional year—making in the whole oNE HUNDRED 
AND ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS!! ‘This is civilizing the 
Indians at a great rate! (Sce Letters from Missionaries at’ 
E}liot, dated 12th June, 1820, in the Panoplist. ) 

The conduct of the Indian Chiefs, in this transaetion, cre= 
ated such a tumult in the Choctaw tribe, that the Govern- 
ment of the United States was obliged to interfere to quiet 
tt; which could only be done by making them compensa- 
tion for the robbery by a grant of lands. The following is 
an article of the Treaty relating to that subject. 

“Arr. VIII. To remove any discontent which may bave 
arisen in the Choctaw nation in consequence of 6000 dollars 
of their annuity having been appropriated and granted an- 
nually for sixteen years, by some of the Chiefs, for the support 
of their schools, the Commissioners of the United States 
ablige themselves on the part of said States to set apart an 
additional tract of good land, for raising a fund equal to that 
civen by said Chiefs, so that the whole of the annuity may 
remain in the nation and be divided amongst them.’’ (See 
Acts, 2d Section, Sixteenth Congress, page 97.) 

So it seems the Government of the United States must 
pay the 101,000 dollars to this modest Missionary Society, 
who are not contented with that, but are about to ask for 
more. _ 

A denial of the above grant from the Choctaws, we pre- 
sume, will not be attempted, as it has been blazoned forth 
in most of our missionary prints, and adduced as an evidence 
of the success of the missionaries. After such a liberal do- 
nation from this tribe of Indians, it might be supposed tife 
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*hissionaxies would ¢reat them with kindness and hospitality. 
tnstead of this we find, from a Jate number of the Mission- 
ary Herald, that the Choctaw chiefs, in a public council, ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction at what had been said about parent’s 


Soming to see their children, and living on the missionarics.— 


«‘ This word,”’ obs@rves one of the chiefs, “* may make some 
of us afraid to eat at your table, when we are hungry— Bro- 
ther, throw away this one word, (i. e. this sentence) and we 
agree to your talk at Mayhew.” Mr. Kingsbury, the mis- 
sionary, replied: “If that displease you, we will throw it 
away; as you say the Choctaws will not come to live on the 
missionaries at Elliot.’ 

After this, we are told, Mr. Kingsbury “ gave them a talk 
of eonsiderable length, in which he clearly stated and an- 
swered all their objections, and obviated all their difficulties.” 
A chief then “wisied the missionaries and the Choctaws 
might shake hands, and go to bed good friends.’’  This,’’ 
says the account, * was readily agreed to; and after uniting 
in thanksgiving and prayer to God, the Choctaws arranged 
themselves across the house, and as the brethren pagsed by, 
Mr. Kingsbury introduced them to our red friends,—men- 
tioned their occupation, and what they came to do for the 
Choctaws.’? Actions speak louder than words.’ 








[Extracted from a London paper.} 
DECREASE OF CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA. 
The Abbe J. A. Dubois, a Catholic missionary in My- 
sore for thirty-two years, during which he has had a con- 
fidential and quite unrestrained intercourse among the na- 
tives of India, of all classes, religions, and ranks, in society, 
has just published a work on the state of Christianity in 
Hindostan. ‘The doctrines maintained by this author, are, 
that the conversion of the Hindoos to Christianity is utter- 
ly impracticable. 
About seventy years ago the Jesuits had made a great 
number of converts 1n various territories in India, by adopt- 
ing the manners, dress, habits, and innocent superstitions of 
‘the natives. In the Marawa there were about 30,000 Chris. 
tians; in the Madura, above 100,000; in the Carnatic, 
80,000; in Mysore, 35,000. At the present time hardly 
a ehird of this number is to be founda 
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Our author, during the time he remained in India, copied 
the example of the Jesuits, and constantly lived like the in. 
habitants. He embraced their customs, manners, dress, diet, 
their rules of civility and good breeding, and their mode of 
intercourse with the world—but he found all his exertions 
fruitless, and all his arguments vain. In the invincible re 
pugnance, not a sincere convert was made—the seeds ‘he 
scattered fell upon barren ground, and sprouted but to die. 

The Abbe in various places asserts: 

‘“‘ The Christian religion is at the present time becomte so 
odious, that in several parts of the country a Hindoo, who 
should happen to have friends or connexions among the na- 
tives professing this religion, would not dare to own it in 
public, as he would be exposed to severe reproof for hold- 
ing a familiar intercourse with (in their opinion) people 6 
degraded. 

‘Such is the state of degradation to which Christianity 
has been reduced in these latter times;—and which must be 
imputed, m a degree, to the immoral and irregular conduct 
of many Europeans, in every part of the country. 

“ Besides the Christians of the Catholic persuasion, there 
are still existing, In some parts of the country, small con- 
gregations of the Lutheran sect; but they are held, if pos- 
sible, in a still higher degree of contempt than the former. 

‘© The Lutheran mission was established at Tranquebar a 
little more than a century ago. ‘There were at all times 
among the missionaries of this sect respectable persons, dis- 
tinguished by their talents and virtues; but they had only 
trifling success in the work of proselytism. * * * At the pre- 
sent time their congregations are reduced to four or five: 
the most worthy of notice are, one at Vepery, near Madras, 
consisting of about five or six hundred souls; another at 
Trankbar, composed of twelve hundred souls; another at 
Tanjore, of nearly the same number; and a fourth at Tri- 
chinopoly, of about three or four hundred. 

“There are besides a few Protestant Christians dispersed 
chiefly in the Tinnively district, but in such small -numbefs 
that they do not deserve the name of congregations. 

«Tn the mean time, do not suppose that those thin cone 
gregations are wholly composed of converted Pagans ;. at 
seast_ half consists of Cathelic apostates, who went over to 
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the Lutheran sect in times of famine, or from other interest- 
ed motives. 

«¢Tt is not uncommon on the coast to see natives who 
successively pass from one religion to another, according to 
their actual interest. In my last journey to Madras, I be- 
came acquainted with native converts,who regularly changed 
their religion twice a year; and who, for a long while, were 
in the habit of being six months Catholic and six months 
Protestant. 

“ Respecting the new missionaries, of several seets, who 
have of late years made their appearance in the country, you 
may rest assured, as far as my information on the subject 
goes, that notwithstanding the pompous reports made by 
several among them, all their endeavours to make converts 
have till now proved abortive, and that their successes are 
only to be seen on paper.” 


{From the Rhode Island Farmers’ and Manufacturers’ Journal.} 
BLUE LAWS OF CONNECTICUT. 

The following is a transcript from the primitive judicial code, 
which existed in the State of Connecticut during the time of the 
first settlement, and their immediate descendants, commonly call- 
ed the ‘* Blue Laws of Connecticut.” 

No one shall be a freeman, or give a vote, unless he be 
converted, or a member in full communion of one of the 
churches. allowed in this dominion. 

No one shall hold any office who is not sound in the faith, 
and faithful to this dominion; and whoever gives a vote to 
such person shall pay.a fine of one pound. For the second 
offence he shall be disfranchised. 

No Quaker, or dissenter from the established worship of 
this dominion, shall be allowed to give a vote for the elec- 
tion of magistrates or any officer. 

No food or lodging shall be afforded to a Quaker, Adam- 
ite, or other heretic. 

If any person turns Quaker, he shall be banished, and not 
suffered to return on pain of death. 

No priest [Roman] shall abide in this dominion. He 
shall be banished, and suffer death on his return. Priests 
may be seized by any one, without a warrant. 

No one shail cross a river but with an authorised ferry- 
man. 
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No one shall run on a Sabbath day, or walk in his gardeti 
or elsewhere, except reverently to and from church. 

No one shall travel, cook victuals, make beds, sweep 
thouses, cut hair or shave on the Sabbath. 

No woman shall kiss her child on Sabbath or fasting days. 

No one shall buy or sell lands without the permission of 
the selectmen. 

A drunkard shall have a master appointed by the select- 
men, who is to debar him the privilege of buying or selling, 

No minister shall keep a school. 

A. debtor in prison, swearing he has no estate, shall be let 
‘out and sold to make satisfaction. 

Whoever sets fire to the woods, and it burns a house, 
shall suffer death; and persons suspected of the crime shall 
be imprisoned without the benefit of bail. 

No one shall read common prayer, keep christmas or 
saints day, make minced pies, dance, play cards, or play on 
any instrument of music except the drum, the trumpet, and 
ihe jews-harp. 

Every male shall have his hair cut round according toa cap. 

=== 
FOR SHE REFORMER. 


Extract from the speech of Jadownisky at a meeting of the Bible 
Society, (N. Y.) as given in their Report, p. 31. 

«¢ But here another question presents itself to our view— 
Why is it that Israel, once God’s chosen people, have thus 
far neglected to seek God, and David their king, and to 
embrace Christ, by faith? ‘True it is, the apostle of the 
Gentiles ‘would not that we should be ignorant of this mys- 
tery,’ and accordingly he tells us, that ‘blindness in part is 
happened unto Israeli.’ Blindness, spiritual blindness, is in- 
deed a part; one reason of their not embracing Christ; but 
this evidently implies that it is not the whole; in other 
words, that there is another cause besides their spiritual 
blindness, why they do not embrace Christ—and what 1s 
this other cause ? i answer, neglect of Christians to preacl 


Christ unto them, to promote in Christian love and charity, 
the holy religion of Jesus among them, is the other part in 
the mystery of the Jews not embracing Christ.” 

Now, whether the expression, blindness in part, refers to 
the minds, or the mass of the people—whether the apostle 
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meant a partial blindness of mind, or that a (large) part of 
the Jewish nation were subjects of mental blindness, will ad- 
mit of a question: but, either way determined, there is no 
ground to suppose that the apostle had, in his mind, the 
least reference to any bar in the way of their conversion, or 
the least allusion to any want of ways and means of bring- 
ing it about. 

The mind of this student, in the Divinity School at Prince- 
ton, being probably filled with ideas of schemes, funds, and 
preachers, to colonize and christianize his countrymen, in the 
achievement of which he is to be a frsé rate actor, and wish- 
ing to borrow a text from the apostle Paul, to favour hig 
views, has proved himself to have been “ wise above whgfi- 
fs written.” But that the Faculty should have suffered this 
part of his speech (as well as parts of other’s speeches,) to 
appear in their public documents, is a matter that savours 
somewhat of negligence, or ignorance, or both. 

_ An account of the Baptism of Jadownisky, as containetf * 
in a letter written from Frankfort. ! 

‘“‘ Yesterday we witnessed in the Reformed Church, in thfg 
eity, hitherto very rare, the solemnity of a Jewish baptism— 
[it was real'y of that cast. ] A young Israelite of talents, by: 
the name of Jadownisky, a native of Poland, * * having, by 
a persevering search, come to a firm conviction that Jesus 
Christ is the true Messiah, * * has, after mature considera- 
tion, resolved to join the Evangelical Church, not regarding 
the many sacrifices such a step requires —The Rev. Dr. 
Spiess instructed him for.six months in the doctrine of 
Christ, and his faith having been sufficiently tried, [ Query, 
by what test?] he was yesterday presented to the sacred or- 
dinance of baptism. Before 10, the church was crowded. * * 
Divine service was begun by a sermon from the Rev. Vi+ 
karng Crummaker, on the honourable reproach which Chris- 
tians have to endure, even in our day. * * * [ft would seem 
that religion is not so fashionable in Frankfort, as in Phila- 
delphia and New York. |] After sermon the ministers present, 
and members of the session, formed a circle round the altar, 
and Dr. Spiess »pened the sglemnity by a short address, af- 
ter which, the young convert was examined on the fundas- 
mental doctrines of Christianity—The answers were distinct 
‘and appropriate, (1f-otherwise, the case. would have betn 
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‘yncommon, after six months catechising.] After this he 


made a confession of his faith, and having solemnly declared 
his intention of faithfulness, he was baptized, kneeling be- 
fore the altar. The two elders, De Neuville Manskoph and 
Mr. Burmiss, stood as godfathers; in remembrance of whose 
zeal, the convert received the name of David Christian.” 
The Religious Intelligencer gives a long flowery letter from 
an Englishman in Paris, to the Jews Society in London— 
the principal feature of which is an account of a learned 
Jew converted to the Popish faith, by the name of Dracn, 
who, “having made religion his study for some time, made 
an open profession, * * and was baptized by the archbishop 
of Paris with great pomp and eclat. ** He said [to me] he 
felt assured that the church, into whose communion he had 
entered, never could regard it [his corresponding with the 
Bible Society in England ] as being in him an heretical act.”’ 
The letter adds, thet the Jews in Paris reported that “he 
had received a large sum of money, [to effect his conver- 
sion. } His wife and children, he said, were taken from him, 
by the Jews, and conveyed he knew not whither.”? [More 
probably she went off to her father, who is said to be the 
thief Rabbin, in Paris ] 


That Jews should join the Papists, from pure motives, f 
hardly to be expected. It is well known, that image wor- 


‘chip, since the Babylenish captivity, has been utterly abhor- 


ved by all Jews of any religious information. The follow- 
ing extract from Samuel Brett’s Narrative will furnish ad- 
ditional eviderice on this subject, and show the sentiments 
of the Jews with respect to the doctrines of the Romish 
shurch. 

“In the year 1650, a great council of Jews assembled ‘in 
Hungary, to examine the Scriptures (of the Old Testament) 
concerning the Messiah. About 300 Rabbies, from several 
parts of the world, were at this couneil. On the second day, 
the assembly being full, the Propounder stood up and made 
a speech concerning the end of their meeting; ‘and this,’ 
said he, ‘is to examine the Scriptures, concerning Christ, 
whether he te already come, or whether we are to expect 
his coming.’ Having daily assembled and debated on the 
above question, inclining to favour Christianity, on the 
seventh and last day of the SegslOD, this wav the main query 


. 








amongst them-—‘ If Christ be come, then what rules hath 
he left his church to walk by?? This was a great question; 
and since they did not believe the New Testament, they de- 
manded instruction on this point: Thereupon six of the 
Roman cltrgy (who were purposely sent from Rome by the 
Pope,) were called in, who began to open the doctrines of 
their church, viz. They affirmed the Pope to be the Vicar 
of Christ —the succeasor of St. Peter—also they maintained 
the real presence of Christ in the Sacrament—the observarice 
of holy days—the invocation of Samts—praying to the Vix- 
gin Mary, and her commanding power in heaven over her 
Son—the holy use of the Cross and Images, with many 
other things, as the doctrine and rules of the apostles. But 
as soon as the assembly had heard these things, they were 
exceedingly troubled, and fell into high clamours against 
them and their religion, crying out, ‘No such Christ, no 
woman God, no saints, no images, no praying to the Virgin 
‘Mary!’ &c. ‘Truly their troubles, (says the writer) troubled 
me to see their impatience: they rent their clothes, and cast 
dust upon their heads, and cried aloud, ‘ Blasphemy! Blas- 
phemy!’ and upon this the council broke up. Yet they as- 
sembled again the eighth day, and all they did was to agree 
upon another meeting of their nation, three years after. * * * 
Upon conversing with them, I found that the Jews in gen- 
eral think there is no other Christian religion in the world, 
but that of the church of Rome.’’ [ Indeed, the most of the 
other denominations are approaching the religion of that 
church, much faster than that church approaches them. ] 

The writer adds, “ For the place of the Jews next meet- 
ing, it is probable it will be in Syria, where also I was, and 
did converse with the sect of the Rechabites, * * * they still 
observe their old customs—they neither sow nor plant, hor 
build houses, but live in tents, and often remove from place to 
place.* * I shall willingly attend their next council.’”? D. E, 

== 
FOR DHE REFORMER. 
As people, so preest, in any denominatton. 

Much has been said in the Reformer against a mercenary 
priesthood; and, if expressed with propriety, too much can- 
not be said; because of all deception that which is acted 
duder a eacred pretence is the worst. But however had the 
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deception may be, the people have themselves to thank for it.. 
It, like all other evils, has its origin in the abuse or perver- 
sion of good. The Almighty never left his creatures to 
learn his will from each other only as they rejected him. It 
is this rejection. that causes the light within them to become 
darkness—then how great is that darkness. In this dark 
state the blind lead.the blind, and both must fall into the 
ditch. O, Christendom, this is thy state. Thou hast named 
the name of Christ, but alas! thou art still in iniquity. Thou 
hast ealled Jesus Lord, but not by the Holy Spirit. There- 
fore, professors of every denomination, would you not be de- 
ceived, cease from the doctrines and commandments of men, 
and look unto the Lord for instruction and ability to enter 
into his kingdom; for “ blessed is the man who in this way: 
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.” 

I wish not to enumerate or particularize, but in a general 
way to show the-cause and the effect. No people can ac- 
knowledge or ordain a priest over them but in a departure 
from God’s teaching, and the further they have departed 
the greater will be their readiness to acknowledge. and or- 
dain one of this class of men. The present order of priest~ 
hood has all been set up in the degeneracy, and it will con- 
tinue until there is a returning unto the Lord, ‘ who will 
have mercy; and to our God, who will abundantly-pardon ” 
Wherefore, ‘turn ye unto the Lord, O house of Israel, for 
why will ye die.” IMPARTIALISTs. 





FOR THE REFORMER. 
Extracts respecting the Law written in the Heart. 

““ Tf,” says Origen, “we admit the judgment of God to 
be just, we must acknowledge, that there can be no ground 
for the punishment of sinners, unless the common concep- 
tions of all men are sufficient to give them a sound under- 
standing in the duties of morality. And, therefore, it is not 
to be thought strange, that those things that God has taught 
us by the prophets, and by our Saviour, were implanted by 
him in the minds of all men; that so every man, having had 
the intention and meaning of the law written in bis own 
heart, should be left without excuse before the divine tribu- 
nal,” 


* Lactantius, the most eloquent of the fathers, seemg ¥4- 
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vished with the description Cicero gives of this law: and, 
therefore chooses to express his own sense of it, in the words 
of that philosopher—A law of truth is implanted in all men, 
and is uniform and eternal. This law neither needs to be 
proposed, nor can it be, either in whole, or part, repealed; 
neither senate, nor people, can discharge us from the obliga- 
tion of it; we need not look abroad for an expositor, to 
make us understand it. It is not one law at Rome, another 
at Athens; one at this time, another hereafter; but one and 
the same immutable law continues, and extends itself to all 
times and nations} and one God is the common lord, and 
governor of all things. He it is, that has framed, propound- 
ed, and established this law; and whosoever obeys not him, 
abandons even himself, renounces his own name; and in so 
doing, suffers actually in himself the greatest punishment, 
though he escapes all things else which are deemed so.” 

St. Austin says, “The reason why God has given us a 
written law, is not because his law was not always written 
in our hearts; but because men, letting out their appetites 
after things abroad, became strangers to themselves; and 
therefore, we have been summoned, and called upon by him, 
who is every where present, to return into ourselves: for 
what is that the outward written law calls for, unto those 
who have forsaken the law written in their hearts, but re- 
turn, O ye transgressors, to your own hearts.”’ Dp. 

—_— 
PRIESTS AND THE PEOPLE. 


A writet in the Brattleboro’ (Vermont) Weekly Messenger, im 
reply to another writer under the signature of ‘* J. 1.” observes: 

**PDo the clergy or missionaries that J. L. speaks so much in 
praise of, preach without any ‘‘earthly reward ’’—One of my 
friends was a bachelor and priest, and settled upon 650 dollars 
per annum ; he gave it up and had in New York between three 
and four thousand dollars:—another was settled upon 1000 dol- 
lars; he gave it up and accepted of more than two thousand dol- 
lars in Albany:—another might have had a comfortable support 
near home, but he went to Baltimore, and got, I have been told, 
two thousand five hundred dollars. Missionaries who have gone 
abroad, in many cases, as well as soldiers, sailors and travellers, 
have no doubt experienced great trials; they have, however, on 
the whole, been comfortably if not splendidly supplied—some- 
times, to be sure, they have been doomed to the misery of being 
carried in a palanquin by relieves of blacks, instead of being 
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snugly. seated upon the back of a good horse:—but on the whole, 
missionaries, like poets, although poor in purse are rich in fame, 
being constantly caressed, applauded, and talked about; which 
ig amore agreeable earth 'y reward” to poor fallen man than 
any money can possibly procure. We have a strong proof of this 
in Pliny Fisk, who called among us to beg a little money before 
he went his journey—if he had settled in one of our back towns 
as a priest, he would probably not have been known thirty miles 
from his home except by a few particular friends; but he now is 
more known and caressed than any Senator or Governor in the 
United States. 

**Letno one suppose from any thing that I have said that I 
am anienemy to the dispersion of Bibles, or to a gospel ministry, 
or that I do not lament with J. L. that the people have not a ‘ bet- 
ter spirit.’ I know many people that are actuated by a bad spirit, 
and that particularly to the clergy themselves. What I am going 
to declare may seem severe, ‘but it is true; and as it is a public 
evil, it ought to be publicly reproved. The towns in this section 
of the country are generally never.easy until fae hire a priest— 
and then they will cheat him if they can. I speak from actual 
knowledge on the subject. I have conversed with the clergy and 
many serious people, in very many of the towns, and I do not be- 
lieve that any contract between a pricst:and a society, of any de- 
nomination, in this part of the country, where he is to receive a 
certain sum in money by the year, has for any length of time 
been punctually paid. In many instances, if the clergy had two 
thirds what the préfessors and people agree to give them, they 
would be better off. Many people treat the clergy as the Hin- 
doos do their gods—worship them, and then get mad and destroy 
them. They remind me of the Roman Catholic sailor that prayed 
to the Virgin Mary that if she would preserve him that time he 
would burn to her a candle as big asa mainmast. When off his 
knees his comrade said, how could you Jack say so, when you 
know that you have no such candle to burn? Huslr! hush! re- 
plied Jack; [ am only coaxing hera bit. Judging from appear- 
ances one might suppose that many professors and people thought 
by promising to give the clergy large sums and then defrauding 
them, they too were coaxing the Almighty. 

**Every person must judge for themselves; but I cannot help 
thinking that the present ‘mode of propagating Christianity by 
missionary, Bible, education, young men, young women, tract, 
cent, and rag societies, with their string of presidents, vice-pre- 
sidents, auditors, sécretaries, ahd treasurers, lauded by learned 
priests, poets, orators, historians, aided by money, is hardly ma- 
king use of the weak things of the world to confound the wise. 

{should rather fear they were the wise things of this world to 
pcm the weak. However, let their effect be what it mays 
they offer inducements to the vile as well as to the virtuous.— 


Christi: anity says s, give me tlty heart—all these societies say, give 
me thy money. 
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NAPOLEON’s SENTIMENTS ON RELIGION. 


Las Casas, in a work, recently published, entitled, ‘*A Journal 
of the Private Life and Conversations of the Emperor Napeleon, 
at St. Helena,” presents us with the following sentiments of this 
extraordinary individual, on the subject of religion. 

‘Tam, assuredly, very far from being an Atheist; but I can- 
not believe all that I am taught, in spite of my reason, without 
being false, and a hypocrite. ‘To explain where I come from, 
what lam, and whither I go, is above my comprehension; and 
yet all that is. [am like the watch that exists without possess- 
ing the consciousness of existence. However the sentiment of 
religion is so consolatory that it must be considered as a gift of 
heaven. What a resource would it not be for us here to possess 
it¢ What influence could men and events exercise over me, if, 
bearing my misfortunes as if infbicted. by God, I expected to be 
compensated by him with happiness hereafter? What would be 
my happiness if the bright prospect of futurity presented itself, 
to crown the last moments of my existence?” After a pause he 
resumed, ** How is it possible that conviction can find its way to 
our hearts when we hear the absurd language, and witness the 
acts of iniquity of the greatest number of those whose business 
it is to preach tous. I am surrounded by priests, who repeat in- 
cessantly that their reign is not of this world, and yet they lay 
hands upon every thing they can get. ‘The pope is the head of 
that religion from heaven, and he thinks only of this world. What 
did the present chief pontiff, who is undoubtedly a good and holy 
man, not offer to be allowed to return to Rome’ The surrender 
of the government of the church—of the institution of bishops— 
was not too high a price for him to give, to become once more 2 
secular prince. Even now he is the friend of all Protestants who 
grant him every thing, because they do not fear him. He is only 
the enemy of catholic Austria because her territory surrounds 
his own,” &c. 

Las Casas adds. ‘*The emperor ended the conversation by 
desiring my son to bring him the New Testament, and taking it 
from the beginning, he read as far as the conclusion of the speech 
of Jesus on the mountain. He expressed himself struck with the 
highest admiration at the purity, the sublimity, the beauty of the 
morality it contained; and we all expericnced the same feeling.” 

A European writer in remarking upon these sentiments of Na~ 
poleon, observes: ‘‘ Before we leave the subject, it is impossible 
not to be struck with the fact, that priestcraft, on the one hand, 
and the mysterious and corrupt systems of religion, falsely called 
Christian, on the other, are the potent and the adequate causes 
of the general spread of infidelity. 





The Jews.—A German paper contains an edict of his holiness 
the Pope, given at Rome the 20th of February last, the princi- 
pal part of which is as follows: ‘‘ For the purpose of better dif- 
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fusing light among the Israelitish nation, the measures taken in 
the time of Pope Clement VIII. to compel the Jews to assist at 
the Catholic sermons, and which have been discontinued only in 
consequence of political events to which Italy has been a prey, 
are re-established, dating from the 1st of March last.”” The edict 
ordains that 300 Jews shall assist every Saturday evening at ser- 
mons by turns. Of this number there shail be 100 individuals 
from ten to twelve years of age, and 50 giris and women of the 
same age. Every time a Jew is absent from a sermon he shall 
py a fine of five paoli; no excuse whatever will be admitted. 
if the elders do not persuade the recusant, they shall be subject 
themselves to a fine of thirty scudi. Christians who may attempt 
to insult the Jews during the sermon, shall be publicly whipped, or 
ineur other punishment, as the case is more ar less aggravated, 

The following is stated, in Gibraltar papers, to be ene of the 
conditions on which the French were willing to withdraw their 
troops from Spain and conelude a peace, previous to the fall at 
Cadiz. 

‘* The parochial clergy and episcopacy of Spain to receive a 
sufficient stipend: Bishops not less than 10,000 dollars annually, 
nor parochial clergy less than 8,C00 dollars. And this to be se- 
cured in land, and not to be dependent upon any annual supply.” 

The London Morning Chronicle, speaking of the fall of Cadiz, 
and termination of the constitutional system in Spain, observes: 

‘* We think it very likely that there is a secret understanding 
among all the European crowned heads, including England, to 
uphold the monarchial system, as well as the church and its ap- 
purtenances, against those who want-to clip the wings of the 
one, as far as power is concerned, and to strip the other of the 
revenues it has enjoyed for so many centuries. It appears rather 
singular that Europe, notwithstanding the progress that has been 
made during the fast 200 years in arts, science, literature, and 
what has been generally called enlightened intellect, should be 
following a fate similar to that which has been witnessed in Asia 
_and Africa—namely, losing gradually the Representative System 

of Government, to that of a Monarchial nature simply.” 

It appears that the Inquisition has been already re-established 

at Valladolid—and it is said other great cities in Spain are anxious 
to follow the example. 


krencnh Crency.—By the Almanach du Clergy du France, for 
1823, it appears that there are fifty-four bishops and archbishops 
already consecrated, out of the eighty France is to have. There 
are also, already 35,676 priests in activity, exclusive of mission- 
aries; and 50,934 is the number the bishops judged necessary to 
complete the Army of the Church—-2031 are, moreoyery pension- 
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ed. Then, in the schools, and at their different colfeges, there 
are 29,379 youths preparing for their clerical duties.. Fhe reve- 
nue of the priests even now amounts to 28,000,000 francs, exclu- 
sive of sums destined to repair the churches, and other ecclesias- 
tical services, which, amounting to 1,500,000 francs, will also pass 
through thei hands, and exclusive of the sums collected by the 
missionaries, and contributed by the communes, both of which are 
very considerable. From the same book, it appears, that since 
1802, the legacies and gifts received by the church, and held in 
mortgage, amount to 15,388,554 francs, giving an annual reve- 
nue, after abstracting from this sum many church ornaments, of 
450,000 francs. Of this sum no less than 2,332,554 francs were 
contributed within the last year. 





Clerical Sentiments, or James R. Willson, A. M.—again. 


This preacher among the Reformed Presbyterians, and Editor 
of the Evangelical- Witness, speaks thus in behalf of his brethren: 

**The Reformed Presbyterians yield not in love of country to 
the most devoted of Columbia’s sons, ‘They have proved this, 
and they will always prove it, when foreign invasion or domestic 
faction make the country need their pen, their sword, their purse 
and their prayers.” 

Such men may suit very well for subjects of an earthly prince, 
but they dishonour the Christian name in proportion to their rea- 
diness to destroy the lives of their fellow men; and no country 
can be very safe ‘where such fanaticism and bloody-mindedness 
are blended together ina large community. It was such men 
that beheaded Charles I. and established Presbyterianism by the 
force of the sword, and afterwards when the Episcopalians ob- 
tained the ascendency still would fight, and died in a worse spirit 
than those were in that killed them; who also hung the Quakers 
at Boston, and slaughtered the American Indians by wholesale. 

In a late number of the Evangelical Witness, Mr. Willson class- 
es among the ‘‘abominable heresies and errors of our own age, 
Quakerism and Armenianism;” and it is not unreasonable to sup- 
pose if he had the power that he and his fellows, in their “love 
of country,” would put down all such as they should deem here- 
tics. Many parts of his Evangelical Witness go to strengthen 
such a belief, evincing much the same spirit as actuated his bre- 
thren in Europe to enter into a solemn league and covenant that 
they would not rest till they had extirpated Episcopacy and es 
tablished their own orthodox system of religion. This was to be 
done by the force of the sword. And it must be acknowledged, 
if ever any people fought with courage, bravery, and a deter- 
mined zeal, it was these furious saints for the accomplishment of 
their object. 

Mr. Willson tells us in another place, ‘‘ We should have done 
with lay preaching. It tends to bring into contemp@the good 
order of the house of God.” 
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{From Plain Truth of Sept. 27.} 
Extract of a letter to the Editors, from Providence, Rkode Island: 


“TI send you afew eloquent expressions of the Rev. Mr. L 
of this town, which were delivered in a speech to the Female So. 
ciety. After displaying all his zeal in order to convince his au, 
dience that it was their indispensible duty to give their money, 
he concluded as follows: ‘ And my friends, if you leave this house 
without contributing your mite, you need not think of saving 
your money thereby, for the Lord will have it some way or an- 
other. If you do not give it voluntarily he will (Cp burn your 
houses, £) destroy your shipping and merchandise, and blast 
your hopes forever.’ ””—{If any one doubts the authenticity of 
the above extract, he can be satisfied by the original letter now 
on file in this office. This letter contains the priest’s name, and 
the writer’s name written in full length. }—Zds. P. T- 








It is stated in the Boston Recorder of Nov. 1, that without spe- 
cial effort the Directors of the American Education Society will 
not be able to make the usual appropriations to beneficiaries six 
months. The writer goes on: ‘* Without special effort, there is 
no probability that the receipts of six months to come will ex- 
ceed the receipts of the same six months of the last year.—How 
can they? Societies do not spring into existence in favour of this 
object unless some one moves in the thing—nor do individuals 
contribute without solicitation, either personal or from the press; 
nor are ministers and others made life members without exertion. 
Now why should these events occurif no one writes, nor speaks, 
nor stirs. There is no reason to suppose that any thing more will 
be done this year than was done last without increased exertion. 

“ffort, therefore, must be made—special effort must be made, 
and made within six months.” 

We forbear to make any comments on such powerful begging. 





The last General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, in their 
statement respecting the Theological Seminary at Princeton, 
observe: 

‘That while the Assembly feel thankful to those liberal as- 
sociations and individuals who have contributed to the Student’s 
Fund, they regret to find that a number of associations which 
have given their aid in former years, have discontinued their ex- 
ertions, in consequence of which, several students of promise 
have been obliged to withdraw from the Seminary, and others 
have been discouraged from entering. 

‘© Whereas the Board of Directors report that the Contingent 
Fund is entirely inadequate to mect the current expenses of the 
ensuing year, Resolved, that the Directors be required to write 
to such congregations as they may think proper, and request that 
a collection be immediately taken up to assist in meeting the cur- 
rent expenses of the year.” 
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PAUPERISM IN NEW YORK. 


Ft ‘is stated in the Fourth Annual Report of the Managers of the 
Society at New York for the prevention of Pauperism; that several 
boys have been sent to the penitentiary as vagrants, and are not 
confined there as convicts. ‘This part of them,” the Managers 
observe, *‘ would at once be discharged, had they parents, guar- 
dlians, friends, employment, or the visible means of a livelihood; 
but in the providence of God, having neither father nor mother, 
and being cast upon the inclement world, friendless and destitute, 
unoffending and young, they have been gathered by the cold 
arms of the law, and thrust into a prison filled with miscreants of 
every description—there to imbibe the principles and habits of 
their future course—there to unfold their immortal powers, in an 
atmosphere polluted with crime! because these youths have in 
their infancy been abandoned by the hand that should have pro- 
tected them!” 


We think these youths of our own country are much fitter ob- 
jects of commiseration and charity, for our numerous benevolent 
associations, thati tlie natives of Hindostan, or the rangers of the 
wilderness. But charity, to make a noise in the world, must be 
carried on abroad: 





The British government have given orders for the building of 
54 new churches; and the magistrates in Blackburn (Eng.) are 
putting the act of Charles II. in force, against persons who do 
not go to church every Sabbath. [Boston Recorder. 


Methodists in England. 

At the annual conference of Wesleyan ministers, which com- 
menced at Sheffield on the 30th of July, the Rev. Jabez Buntiné 
proposed a motion, “that all the congregations in the kingdom 
should be obliged to use the cherch liturgy in their chapels;”’ 
which was, however, rejected by a majority of seventy. | Reg. 





A serious quarrel has taken place among the Wesleyan preach- 
ers of Malton and the members of their society, which originated 
in some differences respecting the allowances to the former. The 
preachers, on Sunday, gave full demonstration of their power, by 
expelling the whole of the society, with the exception of a few 
individuals. [ Yortshire Gazetie: 

The vestry of Trinity church [New York] granted bishop Ho- 
bart, who is rector of that church, leave of absence for a year, 
[to go on a tour to Europe] with an outfit of S000 dollars, and all 
his expenses to be paid. Several laymen also presented him a 
considerable sum for the purchase of books during his absence. 

: [Oniario Freeman. 

Was bishop Hobart so poor as to stand in need of such hberas 

appropriations and presents? 
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Privileged Order.—A bill has been introduced into the Legis: 
lature of Vermont, to free from taxation the polls, houses, twenty 
acres of land, four cows, a yoke of oxen, and one horse, of Min- 
isters of the Gospel. The bill was brought forward by Mr. Farns- 
worth, and ordered to lic on the table. 


We have to thank the “Rev.” Major Clifton for the credit he 
has done the Reformer, in the extracts he has made. from the 
work, as they are well calculated to show the inconsistency and 
depravity of modern professors of Christianity. But if the Major 
supposes he has made out his charge, that the Reformer contains 
sentiments of infidelity, his understanding must be very weak, or 
he must be in his dotage. Did John Wesley, whom the Major so 
much respects, utter sentiments of infidelity, when he said, “It 
has been affirmed, and I am afraid truly, that many called Chris- 
tians are far worse than the Hleathens that surround them; moreé 
profligate, more abandoned to all manner of wickedness—neither 
fearing God nor regarding man.” As the Major seems very 
much afraid that his “head may be broken or his heart pierced,” 
we shall deal tenderly and charitably towards him, and only noa- 
tice some of his mistakes. There has been no withdrawing of a 
“first Editor,’—The Reformer is under the management of the 
same person as at its commencement. With regard to the cer- 
tificates, they are strictly correct—the expression in a subsequent 
letter, “I wrote a letter to the Editor of the Telescope,” refers 
to the communication only. For the “ Rev.’? Major to catch at 
such trifles, shows a little mind, and we hope in future he will 
act more consistent with his profession, that we may be spared 
the necessity of noticing him in a way that might not be agree- 
able to him.—<As to any thing the Major has said, or can say, re- 
specting “that presumptuous work called the Reformer,” it gives 
us no concern. We should accept it as a particular favour if he 
would procure the insertion of the entire articles from which he 
has made his selections, and in return for his services he shall be 
presented with the Reformer from its commencement. . There is 
one question however, we would put to the Major, in reference 
to a place in his first number: Did Christ teach “ antinomianism” 
or “absurdity,’? when he inculcated the necessity of receiving 
his instructions in “an honest and good heart,” in order to be- 
‘come regenerated, or bring forth the fruit of true Christianity’ 
See Luke, chap. viii. 8-15. 
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The Reformer is printed on the first day of each month, at one dollar a 
ear. Letters to be addressed to T. R. GATES, Proprietor and principal 
ditor, No. 290, North Third Street, Philadelphia. When it is more con- 

venient, persons wishing to subscribe or make payments, may call on the 
firm of Wm. & Joseph Marot, back of No. 93, Market Street, who will 
receive remittances and furnish the numbers. Numbers can yet be sup- 
plied from the commencement of the work. 
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John Richards, Printer, No. 20, Church Alley. 
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